
GEORGIA CNA CAREER ROADMAP 
Follow these seven steps to become a Certified Nurse Aide (CNA) in Georgia. 
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1.CONFIRM YOUR ELIGIBILITY 
 

2.ENROLL IN A STATE-APPROVED 
PROGRAM 

3.COMPLETE YOUR TRAINING 
 

4.PASS THE COMPETENCY 
EXAMINATION 

 

6.START YOUR CAREER 
 

7.MAINTAIN YOUR CERTIFICATION 
 

Before enrolling in a Georgia-approved Nurse

Aide Training Program, make sure you meet the 
program's eligibility requirements. You must be at 
least 16 years old and have a high school diploma 
or GED. You'll also need to pass a criminal 
background check and provide documentation 
of a tuberculosis (TB) skin test or screening, along 
with a basic physical examination, before 
beginning clinical training. No college degree or 
previous healthcare experience is required. 
Individual training providers may have additional 
admission requirements. 

Successfully complete all required classroom

instruction, skills laboratory practice, and 
supervised clinical training. During your training, 
you'll learn essential skills such as infection 
prevention, patient safety, communication, 
personal care, measuring vital signs, and 
assisting patients with daily activities. These 
experiences prepare you to provide 
compassionate, high-quality care while 
building the knowledge and confidence 
needed to earn your certification. 

Once you're certified, you can begin working in a

variety of healthcare settings throughout 
Georgia, including hospitals, nursing homes, 
assisted living communities, rehabilitation centers, 
home health agencies, hospice organizations, 
physician offices, and personal care homes. 
Many healthcare professionals begin their 
careers as CNAs before advancing to roles such 
as Medication Aide, Licensed Practical Nurse 
(LPN), or Registered Nurse (RN). 

To keep your certification active, you'll need to

meet Georgia's renewal requirements, 
including maintaining qualifying employment 
and completing any required renewal 
documentation. Staying current with renewal 
requirements helps ensure you remain eligible 
to work as a Certified Nurse Aide while 
continuing to build your healthcare career. 

After successfully meeting all certification 
requirements, your name is added to the 
Georgia Nurse Aide Registry. The registry allows 
employers to verify that you're certified and 
eligible to work as a Certified Nurse Aide in 
Georgia. Keeping your certification information 
up to date helps employers easily verify your 
credentials. 

After completing your training, you'll take the

Georgia Nurse Aide Competency 
Examination. The exam includes both a 
written (or oral) knowledge test and a hands-

on skills evaluation that demonstrates your 
ability to safely perform essential Certified 
Nurse Aide responsibilities. Successfully passing 
both portions of the exam is required to 
become certified in Georgia. 

Choose a Georgia-approved Nurse Aide 
Training Program that fits your schedule, budget, 
and career goals. Programs are offered through 
technical colleges, healthcare employers, 
nursing homes, vocational schools, and other 
approved training providers. Before enrolling, 
compare program length, tuition costs, financial 
assistance opportunities, class schedules, and 
clinical training locations to find the program 
that's right for you. 
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